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Casa dell’Associazione Canova 
Work has begun, thanks to the generous support of the Compagnia di San Paolo.  In the last 
Ca’News of 2014, I reported that we had passed to the final selection process out of 86 
applicants from Liguria and Piemonte Regions and, thanks to the use of the funds from the 
Fondation d’Entreprise Hermès, we did win a grant of 60,000 euros.  We should have enough 
resources to rebuild the roof using old granite stones by springtime, a work that is too dangerous 
to incorporate into our ongoing summer field schools.


“Constructive Alps”, International Award for sustainable renovation and 
new building in the alps 
In total, 360 projects were entered, with budgets averaging 7 million euros.  Three main 
prizes were given and Canova placed among the 8 commendation awards.  This was a 
major recognition on a European level and our limited 25,000 euro investment raised 
eyebrows and is once again proof of the validity of our philosophy that we can move 
mountains with limited funds.  The project we presented was the sensitive restoration of 
Casa Alfio in Ghesc, carried out by the invincible couple, Maurizio Cesprini and Paola 
Gardin. We will also be bringing the itinerant Constructive Alps exhibition to 
Domodossola.







Reintroduction of Hemp to the Ossola Valley

January we invited experts in the field of Hemp cultivation and development for a 
conference in Domodossola.  The public response was overwhelmingly positive, filling the 
large hall and gaining extensive press coverge.  The event is now referred to as the rebirth 

of the local hemp industry which was one of the four traditional staples of life, 

along with rye, chestnuts, and wine, and is now being cultivated ( in Ghesc! ) for the first 
time in over 50 years.  Our Canova clan coined the term for the new cooperative 

association  formed to orchestrate the various initiatives dedicated to the reintroduction of 
hemp in the Ossola, calling it CANAPA ALPINA.


2015 Conferences 
We have been very active this year in organising and participating in various national

conferences, several by invitation and others organised by the capable and enthusiastic

initiative of new young members.  Giada Zerboni, a young graduate in historical 

preservation has represented Canova at the “Fabbrica di Carta” in Villadossola, the  “Art 
and Architecture Stripe Festival” in Fermo, and is currently putting the final touches on 
“As a Living Laboratory”, a one week exhibition of Canova’s work and a conference at the 
Politecnico di Torino, complete with round table discussions with guest speakers from 
several other Italian associations.


Here they are accepting the award in Switzerland and relaxing in Casa Alfio



Medieval Tower Renovation, the symbol of Domodossola 
Canova has been asked by the Lions Club of Domodossola to be a key partner in the 
restoration of the ancient tower and walls of the city.  The project involves the demolition 
of an unsightly warehouse of recent construction to uncover the 1000 year old walls.  
Canova played the key role in the decision to transform this into a 200 capacity theatre 
space. 


14th Canova Architect Encounter 
Another unforgetable Encounter! with:  Dan Phillips, Phoenix Commotion, Texas; 

Vincent L. Michael, California; Francesco Gnecchi Ruscone, Milan.  The Encounter is 
now an established event locally and beyond.  The 2016 edition is scheduled for 23 - 27 
June, 2016 and we have our first participant confirmed: Herzog & De Meuron, Basel, 
Switzerland.  We are off to a great start and want to celebrate 15 years by publishing a 
booklet documenting each of our past participants.  


2015 Field Schools in Ghesc 
All of the courses, listed below, were well attended and for several we had to turn down 
requests as they were full.  These workshops are changing the face of the village of 
Ghesc quite drammatically. All of our partners are already looking forward to returning and 
new courses are being planned.


May	  	 UNCA, Raleigh, N. Carolina; Politecnico di Torino; Einaudi Technical School 
	 	 of Domdossola

June	 	 SHC, Spring Hill College, Bologna 

July	 	 Willowbank School of Restoration Arts, Canada & Nova Scotia Community 
	 	 College;  Laser Scanning with Politechnic University of Milan; 

Aug.	 	 Yestermorrow Design Build School, Vermont, USA

Sept.	 	 Politecnico di Torino

Oct.	 	 Politecnico di Torino




Our goal from the start

Those of you who have been with us from the beginning will remember that our ultimate 
goal is to take what we have learned from this priceless patrimony of rural stone 
architecture and the cultural landscape it shares with myriads of others throughout the 
mountainous regions of Europe and to create a mutually-interactive community.  The first 

stone is being laid at this very moment with an association in Portugal.  More on that as it 
develops…..


Summary

I feel so fortunate to be part of this growing family of friends who are finding meaning in 
our past, for our future, but especially experiencing its impact on our daily lives and local 
community.   The burgeoning interest and involvement of young people who are taking 
the reins of the Canova Association is incredible and the sensation that we are really just 
at the beginning of our adventure is vividly clear to all of those that make up the small but 
active group here.  It is so much more than I ever hoped for, 15 years ago, when this all 
began.


                      


	          Wishing you all the best for another year together!


